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President’s Message 

By Mike Huber 

Hello V8 Friends! 

I can't believe that 2019 is almost a quarter over!  Looks like the ice, snow and super cold 
weather is on the way out.  We had our March meeting at Rib City hosted by Charlie and 
Betty Henerey and had a wonderful lunch, and really good cake.  Bruce Williams was rec-
ognized for his three years of service to the Club as president.  He was awarded a Ford 
V8 sign for his contribution and hard work.  Thanks for everything, Bruce. 
 

I would like to hear from all of you about different activities, tours and places you would 
like to visit, or some things you like to do.  I am talking with Larry Shepard about putting 
on a Spring tour possibly sometime this May.  Let us know if you have any ideas.  The 
months of July, November and next January in 2020, (usually the installation dinner) are 
still available on the V8 sign up sheet so if you have not hosted in a while please consider 
doing one month. 
 

I talked with Mary Rogers who assured me that Don is recovering nicely from his by-pass 
surgery.  Keep the Rogers family in your prayers and hope to see you soon, Don and 
Mary!  Our April meeting will be held at the Museum of Transportation Vintage Ford 
Show on Sunday April 7th, sometime between 11 and 2pm.  I am unable to attend, be-
cause it is my oldest son's birthday.  You remember Paul as a little kid; he will be 30 years 
old.  Vice President Charlie Henerey will be conducting the meeting for me, and I thank 
him in advance for his support. 
 

     

 Have a great Spring  

     and see you soon,   

  Mike 
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MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 2019 MEETING 

Mike Huber, our new president, called the meeting to 
order. His first task was to thank Bruce Williams for do-
ing a fantastic job as president for the past 3 
years.  Mike presented Bruce with a “Genuine Ford V-8 
Parts” plaque from the club and the Crawfords for all his 
contributions to the club. 
 Mike then thanked the Henereys for hosting at Rib 
City.  18 members arrived since there was  no ice to 
make the roads hazardous.  He also thanked all those 
who have contributed to the newsletter.  Mike thanked 
Theresa Williams for getting the web page up and run-
ning.  If you haven’t seen it go to “stlv8club.org”. 
The 2019 rosters were passed out thanks to Bruce Wil-
liams. 
Mike gave an update on birthdays and anniversa-
ries.  Anniversaries are:  Balls,1991; Williams,1988; 
Rogers, 1969; Schmid,1976 and Debbie is also having a 
birthday this month. Don Rogers is recovering from sur-
gery and improving. 
Bruce gave the treasury report for Theresa.  He said we 
have $500.00 more than we had in December.  We still 
have a reserve of $5000.00 for bricks. 
April’s meeting will be combined with the Museum of 
Transportation’s event on April 7.  Charlie Henerey will 
be the acting president that day because Mike can’t 
make it.  Howard and Peggy Crawford will host the May 
meeting on May 19. The Horseless Carriage Club is again 
sponsoring the Easter Car Show in Forest Park.  Cars and 
Guitars is a Kirkwood Car Show on June 8 from 4-
9.  Bruce has gone the past 2 years and says it is a lot of 
fun.  The cost is $20.00 per car. 
Al Hartnagel asked Betty Henerey to pick the winning 
number for the 50/50.  She picked her own number and 
received $19.50.  Thanks Al. 
Mike closed the meeting by thanking the Henereys again 
for hosting.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Betty Henerey 
 
Photos by Peggy Crawford 



4 

 

 



5 

 

Upcoming Events 

  

  April 7— Vintage Ford show  11am-2pm Celebrating Early Fords, hosted by Model A   

 Restorers Club, Model T Car Club & Early Ford V-8 Club, at the Transport Museum,  

 upper lot, 2933 Barrett Station Road, Kirkwood, MO  63122. 

 https://transportmuseumassociation.org. 

 

  April 21—Easter Show at Forest Park  The show will take place from  

  11:00am to 4:00pm on the parking lot above the Muny amphitheater.   

  It is sponsored by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri and AAA.   

  For more information go to www.hccmo.com .  

   

  June 8 —  Cars & Guitars, Kirkwood, MO.  The City of Kirkwood will host its 2nd annual    

  Route 66 Cars and Guitars Festival on Saturday, June 8, 2018, in downtown Kirkwood,  

  5:00 to 11:00 p.m.    http://www.downtownkirkwood.com/events/route-66-festival. 

 

  Aug 24– 27 — Central Regional Meet  Auburn, IN 

 Sponsored by Ohio RG # 141, Indianapolis RG # 56 and Auburn Blue Oval RG # 169.  

 Come and see all that Auburn has to offer, including a recreation of the iconic Ford  

 Rotunda, now part of the Early Ford V-8 Museum. It's filled with eighteen 1936 Fords,  

 including the sensational 1936 Stainless Steel Ford Sedan.  www.earlyfordv8.org 
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Face to Face meeting summary, San Diego, CA February 25-28 

 
Midwest Regional Group Presidents and Newsletter Editors, 
 
To the Frozen Midwest Regional Groups, 
 
I think that the ground hog must have been a little tipsy in his last weather forecast as it is about as cold as 
it can get here in the Midwest this time of year.  However, we know that spring will yet come and our V-8s 
will again bloom and be back on the road.  I have attached a meeting summary of the face to face meeting 
recently held in San Diego, CA and hosted by the San Diego Regional Group #39.  They did a great job in 
hosting us and being part of our meetings and activities.  We were even given honorary membership for 
2019 in their regional group.  We were guests at their regional group meeting which was held at the San 
Diego Automotive Museum.  President Michael Driskell thanked them for hosting the face to face meeting 
and presented a plaque to them for being our hosts. 
 
We have several events in the Midwest this year which I would encourage your participation.  The Spring 
Fling will be held in St. Joseph, MO hosted by the Kansas City RG#55 May 24-27th.  Registration is available 
on the national website.  Also, a national driving tour is to be held in Winona, MN, Driving the Driftless, July 
15-19 sponsored by the Twin Cities RG#46.  The Central National Meet will be held in Auburn, IN August 24-
27 sponsored by the Ohio RG#141 and helped by the Indiana Regional Groups #56 and #169.  Again, regis-
tration forms are available on the national website.  Also of note is the National Drive your V-8 Day June 
15th, which is a good time to get a group together and drive your V-8 out in the public.  
 
I would like to note that if you can attend, the Early Ford V-8 Foundation and Museum is holding their dedi-
cation of the new addition May 10th at the Museum there in Auburn which is the site of the Central Na-
tional Meet in August.  Also, we will be acknowledging several anniversaries this year in the Midwest re-
gion:  
 
Auburn Blue Ovals RG#169   10 years 
Greater Rockford RG#105      40 years 
Show Me RG#104                  40 years 
Northern Indiana RG#69        45 years 
Wichita RG#25                       50 years 
 
Congratulations on your anniversaries and I will be getting your certificates to you prior to your anniversary 
dates.  
 
I hope everyone has a good year and can enjoy at least one of our club activities this year that are available 
here in our region. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Kroeger, Midwest Director 
National Club Secretary 
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This past Christmas, Theresa gave me two great books. The first was about C. Harold Wills, who was one of 

the earliest employees of the Ford Motor Company, and who did the majority of design and engineering 

work on Ford’s earliest cars, including the Model T. Perhaps I’ll be able to do a book report on Mr. Wills, as 

his history is fascinating and his impact on the early history of the auto industry was considerable. 

But the book that surprised and delighted me the most had the intriguing title “The Man Who Saved the V8”, 

by Chase Morsey, Jr. It is a first-person story of the inner workings of Ford in the post-war era told by the 

person who lived it, and it’s also a story of corporate politics and rebirth as Henry Ford II and his leadership 

team worked hard to move Ford’s product development and innovation processes into state-of-the-art con-

dition, to better compete with its rivals. Below is a quick overview of his story, in hopes that you’ll want to 

read the book as well. 

Chase Morsey, Jr. was born in St. Louis on December 11, 1919, into a prominent family of lawyers. He lived in 

Clayton and attended Country Day School, and he went away to Amhurst to earn a degree in History. His par-

ents bought him a new Ford coupe when he started college, and he fell in love with the power and perform-

ance of his Ford V8. Graduating in 1941, he got a job with IBM as a sales representative selling and servicing 

tabulating machines. In 1942, shortly after the US entered the war, he joined the Army Air Force, where he 

worked in statistical analysis and trained under Robert McNamara. There he helped to develop early, ground

-breaking computer programs that could keep tabs on all planes, parts and personnel, to maximize the num-

ber of missions that could be flown. This grew to a large organization of over a thousand people, and the 10 

leaders of that team, including McNamara were hired in 1946 by Henry Ford II as the “Whiz Kids” to modern-

ize Ford’s dis-functional business processes. One of those Whiz Kids who was a close friend of Chase’s from 

their Army days asked Chase to join Ford Motor Company in 1949. 

After only a month of employment at Ford, Chase was horrified to hear that Ford’s board of directors had 

just approved a plan to drop the V8 engine, and instead offer only one engine, the OHV 6 cylinder engine 

that was under development (and launched in 1952). At that time, Henry Ford II had hired a number of Gen-

eral Motors executives in senior engineering, manufacturing and finance roles. So there was no strong con-

nection to the legacy of the V8. The leaders at the time assumed that if Chevy had a 6 and was number one 

in sales, there was no reason to think that Ford needed a V8. Chase was absolutely appalled! He knew first 

hand that “Ford” in peoples’ minds was all about V8 speed, power and performance. So he told his boss that 

Ford’s leadership had made a huge mistake. His boss agreed to take the issue to the head of finance, and al-

though the CFO was angry about the challenge, he gave Chase 90 days to make his case. So Chase launched 

an ambitious plan to survey customers, dealers, owners of competing makes, and Ford’s own manufacturing 

cost experts to dispel the thought that V8 engines were more costly to produce. Surprisingly, this kind of 

analysis had not been done at Ford before, and at the end of 90 days, Chase’s findings predicted a very large 

loss of market share if the V8 motor was dropped. He made his presentation to Ford’s board of directors, 

and they reluctantly agreed and they reversed their decision. The V8 was “saved” by a new hire who knew 

nothing about the inner workings of Ford, but who had an unwavering passion for Ford’s V8 legacy. 

 

The Man who Saved the V8  by Chase Morsey, Jr. 

Book Report by Bruce Williams 



8 

 

Based on his market analysis capabilities, Chase was soon promoted to a new position as the leader of prod-

uct planning and development, a role that surprisingly never really existed before. So he studied the market 

and developed future vehicle concepts and launched them into the market. His first success was the 1955 

Thunderbird. He championed the concept as something more of a “personal luxury car”, instead of Chevro-

let’s “sports car” strategy with the Corvette. Chase’s strategy sold far more cars. He also handled the Edsel, 

which was not so successful! Then Chase was promoted to head of marketing for Ford and Mercury, where 

he revolutionized a lot of marketing practices with the use of television and product placement at golf tour-

naments. This led to his next big success; the blockbuster launch of the Mustang, in collaboration with Lee 

Iacocca. 

Chase left Ford in 1964 and opened a Ford dealership in Scottsdale, Arizona. After that, he became a senior 

executive at RCA and then went on to form his own oil company. He eventually retired to California, where 

he died in 2016 at the age of 96. 

Chase Morsey, Jr. is someone who I had never heard anything about, but he has had a lasting impact on 

those of us who love old Fords. I think you’ll love his story of a St. Louis native who kept us in flatheads a little 

longer and who made sure that the Y-block V8 was launched in ‘54. But since I also have one of those OHV 6 

cylinders in my ’52 pickup, I can testify that they’re great engines and in many ways superior to their flathead 

cousins. 

 

                             
Chase Morsey, Jr. picture of “The Man Who Saved the V8” 

 

 

 

The two engine options offered in ’52 and ’53: Flathead V8 and OHV 6 
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DATES TO REMEMBER:  

APR. 6 – Breakfast at 8 AM at Village Café, 

6127 Ronald Reagan Dr., Lake St. Louis, MO  

63367. Just off Hwy 64 at Hwy N across the 

street from Walmart. 636-561-0235     

EVERY WEDNESDAY – The ROMEOs meet at 

Steak & Shake in the Hawk Ridge complex on 

HWY N in Lake St. Louis at 11:00 AM  

EVERY THURSDAY – The ROFers meet at Lion’s 

Choice 17294 Chesterfield Airport Rd., 

Chesterfield, MO  63005 at 11:00 AM 

APR. 7 MEETING  —  The meeting will be held 

during the Early Ford Car Show at the National 

Transportation Museum 2933 Barrett Station 

Road, Kirkwood, MO  63122. 

APRIL 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

  7 Paul Renaud 

   10 Hagan Anniversary—49th 

   16 Dave Conrad 

   16 Louise Smith 

   22   Bert Schott 

   28 Stirnemann Anniversary —35th 

Mary Rogers, Editor 

The Early Ford V-8 Club of America 

St. Louis Regional Group #124 

422 Gunnison Gorge Dr 

Wildwood, MO 63011-1738 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 


