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President’s Message 

By Bruce Williams 

 St. Louis V8 Folks, 

As I type this, we just enjoyed our annual Ice Cream Social yesterday. It was a perfect 82 degrees, with blue 

skies and fluffy white clouds mixed with lovely sunshine. Just a perfect day to meet and enjoy V8 fellowship 

and story-telling. And the bounty of treats and sweets was out of this world. There were folks, myself 

included, who made multiple trips around the table to sample all the goodies. Should I have more ice cream, 

or how about a couple cookies? Do I have enough whipped cream? How about some more caramel sauce? It 

was too much to handle, but I somehow managed to rally and get myself together and not miss one morsel 

of delight. Everyone seemed to truly enjoy the great eats and great times. 

But for me the highlight of the day was seeing some folks we haven’t seen in a long while. It was a thrill to 

see Cathy and Jack Stirnemann. There are a lot of folks in our club who have greatly benefited from Jack’s 

technical insights and experience in automotive paints. And Jack and his brother Harry are absolutely 

amazing craftsmen when it comes to building all types of cars. Jack was a big inspiration to me long ago in 

starting on my ’32. He gladly shared his insights and his time in the early 1980’s to help me get rolling on my 

Vicky. And Howard shared with me as well that Jack put him solidly on the path of restoring his ’32 roadster. 

Jack and Cathy, thank you so much for being with us! And Dave Summerlin stopped by after a few years in 

Florida. I recall a V8 Club tour to Illinois 10 or 12 years ago, where I was amazed that Dave could make his 

Model A keep up with all the V8’s. We chatted yesterday and realized that we are definitely kindred spirits 

about our love for Model A’s. Lastly, Dave and Barbara Decker joined us after a bit of a hiatus. Dave’s 

Mercury pick-up is so unique in this part of the country; I love to check it out every time I see it. All of you, 

thanks so much for joining us and please come back as often as you can. It’s been a period of some loss and 

a bit of sadness for the club, and seeing you again was for me and the rest of the group a real joy. 

Another highlight for the day… John Schmid surprised all of us and made a super cool Ford pen holder and 

presented it to Peggy (Howard got a bit of coverage as well). Peggy has done so much as newsletter editor 

for a number of years and she works so hard to keep us connected with photos past and present. And 

Howard has served in a number of roles over and over, so it was a much-deserved recognition for them 

both. The recognition was made all the more special by John’s unique handiwork and kind consideration. 

Way to go John for being so thoughtful and generous of your time. And thanks to Peggy and Howard for all 

they do for the club. 

All in all, it was an absolutely perfect day, and it was a reminder of how special this club is. All because the 

people in it are incredibly nice and caring. Thanks so much to you all. 

 

Bruce 
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MINUTES FROM THE JULY 2018 MEETING 

 
 
 

Bruce opened the meeting and said birthdays 

and anniversaries would be mentioned in the 
newsletter. 

 

25 people were present. Dave Summerlin was 

there. He moved back to St. Louis from Florida 
and we hope to see him at future meetings. 
 

John Schmid made a beautiful clock and pre-
sented it to Howard and Peggy Crawford for all 

they have done for the club. 
 

Mary Rogers picked the winning ticket for the 
50/50. Charlie Walters was the winner and re-
ceived $27.00 
 

Don Rogers suggested we go to Chocolate, 

Chocolate, Chocolate for a tour in the future. 
The factory gives out samples at the end of the 

tour. Sounds like a win-win to me. Don also 
notified us that we have a new national presi-
dent, Mike Driskell. He was previously vice-

president. He is 31 years old and the son of a 
former director. Mike runs Third Generation 

Automotive which specializes in Ford parts. He 
should have a positive effect on the club. 
 

Barb Hartnagel and possibly Carmen Viviano 
will host the meeting next month. It will be the 

3rd Sunday of the month, August 19, at the 
Wildwood Club and Grill. 
 

Everyone thanked Bruce and Theresa Williams 
for hosting such a lovely Ice Cream Social. We 

had so many desserts to go with the ice cream 
that we could repeat the event next month. 

Bruce adjourned the meeting. 

Our hosts, Bruce and Theresa Williams 

George Ball, Charlie Walters and Dave Summerlin 

       Peggy and Howard Crawford Wonderful clock created by John Schmid 
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Tribute created by Peggy Crawford 
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Automotive trivia:  

A Snapshot of Billy Durant- Founder of General Motors 

Billy Durant was born in Massachusetts in 1861. By 

1890, he was a millionaire partner with Dallas Dort 

in the world’s largest carriage business, the Durant-

Dort Carriage Company of Flint, Michigan. In 1904, 

he entered the fledgling auto industry by taking over 

the Buick Motor Company. Through his business acu-

men and his strong marketing sense, he turned 

around the shaky company and grew it to be number 

one in sales by 1909. At about that time in 1908, he 

started doing what he did for Durant-Dort, and he 

created General Motors Holding Company to put to-

gether a network of assembly plants and suppliers of 

components. In 1909, he bought Cadillac, Oldsmobile, and Oakland (later to 

become Pontiac), along with axle suppliers, Hyatt bearings, paint/varnish sup-

pliers, and so forth, and merged them into his GM Holding Company. By 1910, 

he was tremendously overextended, and bankers forced him out of the com-

pany that he had established. Not to be discouraged, he pursued other car 

companies, including the “Little”, which was designed to compete with the 

Model T. Durant soon abandoned his efforts to promote the Little, and he part-

nered with Louis Chevrolet to launch a car by that name in 1911. He quickly 

grew Chevrolet in sales and searched for manufacturing capacity, outbidding 

Walter Chrysler for a shuttered Willys plant to give his Chevrolet brand more 

output. Soon, Chevrolet’s sales and share price were very high, and Durant 

used his shares of stock to purchase a majority interest of GM stock, so he 

was back in control of GM by 1916. He incorporated the Chevrolet line into GM 

and renamed the organization as General Motors Corporation, as we know it 

today. In 1920, a deep recession hit the country, and Durant was in deep per-

sonal financial stress and GM was struggling. Again he was ousted from control 

of GM, after losing over $20 million of his own money to cover the losses of his 

friends who believed in him and invested in his business dealings. As before, 

he retooled and launched a company called Durant Motors with much fanfare. 

He started selling the Durant, the Star, and the Flint. He also bought the Loco-

mobile well past its prime. Durant sales were initially fairly strong, but they 

dropped and the full weight of the Depression forced its bankruptcy by 1933. 

After that failure, Durant lived on a pension provided by the personal kindness 

of people like Walter Chrysler and Alfred Sloan, who owed so much of their 

success and wealth to Durant. In his last years, he ran a bowling alley in Flint 

and he died essentially penniless in 1947. 

Submitted by Bruce Williams 

More photos on page 6. 
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EARLY FORD V-8 MEETS  IN 2019/2020 

 

2019—AUGUST 24-27 CENTRAL NATIONAL MEET—Auburn, Indiana, sponsored 

by Ohio Regional Group #141, and Indiana Regional Groups 56, 69, and 169. 

2020—SEPTEMBER 21-24 WESTERN NATIONAL MEET—Alamosa, Colorado, 

sponsored by Hi-Country Regional Group #28. 

GM Headquarters  Detroit 

1922 Star 

1911-1913 Chevrolet  

Series C Classic Six 
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Editor’s Note:     

 Hi Fellow V-8ers –   

 If you have any car related articles or photos to submit, please sent them

 to me.  Thanks again to Peggy Crawford for her great photos from our ice 

 cream social!!  

 Mary Rogers mrogersstl@aol.com    

         

 

 

Anyone interested in some back issues of the V8 Magazines?  
 Contact Russell Roark: raroark@att.net 
 

 Complete Years - $9.00 per year plus $7.00 shipping 

Can ship any 3 years for $14.00 (US 48 only) 
 1978 – All,  1979 –All,  1982 – All 

  
Complete Years with Roster - $10.00 per year plus $7.00 shipping 

Can ship any 3 years for $14.00 (US 48 only) 
 1984 – All, 1985 –All, 1991 – All, 2008 – All, 2009 –All, 2010 –All,  

2011 – All, 2012 – All, 2014 – All 
  

Individual Issues - $2.00 per issue plus $7.00 shipping 
All below for $10.00 plus $7.00 shipping (US 48 only) 

1989 – January-February, May-June, November-December, Roster 
1990 – May-June, July-August, September-October, November-December, Roster 

1975 – July-August, 1977 – September-October, 1990 – May-June 
  

All magazines listed for $100.00 plus shipping 

  

             Margarita Punch 

   

 

 

 

 

Ingredients: 

6 cups of crushed ice 

2 (6 ounce) cans of frozen lemonade, thawed 

2 (6 ounce) cans of frozen limeade, thawed 

½ cup confectioners sugar 

4 cups chilled club soda 

1. Pour ice, lemonade concentrate, limeade concentrate, and confectioners' sugar  

in a  blender; blend until slushy.  (I do half at a time.) 

2. Gently stir club soda into lemonade mixture to serve. Garnish with lime slices.                                   
  

   Mary Rogers 

Submitted by Jan & Dave Conrad 
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DATES TO REMEMBER:  

AUG. 4 – Breakfast at 8 AM at Village Café, 

6127 Ronald Reagan Dr., Lake St. Louis, MO  

63367. Just off Hwy 64 at Hwy N across the 

street from Walmart. 636-561-0235     

EVERY WEDNESDAY – The ROMEOs meet at 

Steak & Shake in the Hawk Ridge complex on 

HWY N in Lake St. Louis at 11:30 AM  

EVERY THURSDAY – The ROFers meet at Lion’s 

Choice 17294 Chesterfield Airport Rd., 

Chesterfield, MO  63005.at 11:00AM 

AUGUST 19 MEETING  —  Sunday at 1 PM 

Wildwood Pub & Grill.   See page 1 for details. 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND  

ANNIVERSARIES 

    1    Dona Ball 

    9 Hartnagel Anniversary (1958) 

  11 Jack Krause 

  17 Diane Huber 

  21 Bob Lemen 

Mary Rogers, Editor 

The Early Ford V-8 Club of America 

St. Louis Regional Group #124 

422 Gunnison Gorge Dr 

Wildwood, MO 63011-1738 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Don’t Forget to Vote!! 


